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' Y\ orahson of Izhar son of Kohath son of Levi separated himself, with Dathan and Abiram,
sons of Eliab, and On son of Peleth, the offspring of Reuben. 2 They stood before Moses

with two hundred and fifty men from the Children of Israel, leaders of the assembly, those sum.
er against Moses and against Aaron

moned for meeting, men of renown. ? They gathered togeth A
Iy — all of them — are holy and

and said to them, “It is too much for you! For the ehtire assemb
HASHEM is among them; why do you exalt yourselves over the congregation of HASHEM:

LS

© Zhe iébom of Women

Parasha Korach.

3 The Wisken of Mullal =141

! The wise one among women builds her house, and the
foolish one destroys it with her own hands.

1 T:e wise one - Rav said: On ben Peleth was rescued by his wife. She said
to him; What difference does it make to vou? fie, Why get i i

? fie. get involved with

Korach?] If he {Moses] is the master, you are only a_disciple. -and if he
"y 5

[Korachl is the master, you are only a_disciple!

was in the counsel [of conspiracyl and I swore [that if they called me, I would -

go with:them]! She answered: 1 know that they are all holy men (uviz. [Numbers
e - -

163 "For the entire congregation are all holy"); you sit here, and I will save

you — whereupon she made him drink wine until he was inebriated and Jay

him down to sleep inside [the tent], after which she sat down at the doar [of
the tent] and undid her hair. All who came [to conscript On for the rebellion)

saw her and turned away [(from the uncovered hair of a mafried woman)l. In
- the interim, they [Ko,rachf_and his congregation} were swallowed up.

Riade) daw - L, uh_scoj.'e% -

Let us go back to fundamentals and analyze the male-
female relationship and their respective roles. Chazal teach us
that if we study the first time a word or.concept appears in the
Torah, we can understand the intrinsic nature of that word or .
concept.?! So if we study in detail the firsttime that “male” and
“fernale” appear in the Torah, we should be able to gain insight
into the essential nature of their respective roles. ’

Our minds rush to the story of Adam and Chava. Chazal,
however, tell us otherwise. There is a deeper dimension to the
concept of male and female. In fact, the male-female relation-
sﬁip goes back much earlier then the creation of Adam and
Chava. Something so incredibly important finds itself woven
into the fabric of the beginning of all beginnings. Male and fe-

male are part of the moment of creation: “In the beginning God

created shamayim (heaven) and aretz (earth).”??
In the beginning God created the male force and the female

force.23 The male force is the role of shamayim. It has an effect
on the earth by sending down rain. The female force is the role
of aretz. It receives the rain, absorbing it into itself, thus nurtur-
ing and nourishing the seeds that have been planted in it. After
a hidden, internal process has been completed, from inside of it-
self it produces life.

2 Adsodl. Slve d\.mik

Korah's own resentment be i
gan earlier, when A
made Kohen Gadol (see v, 10), or when their cousai;lor;:l‘;a:

phan son of Uzziel was placed in charge of the K thi
fqrmly (3:3.(?), thus making him Korah's guperior.eanzh;:/l:: :
h|m a position that Korah felt should have been his. At thast'
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What are the attributes of binah and da’as mentioned by €hazal?
Bingh_is a function of the heart, an emotional sensitivity to

information, and an- ability to put that information fo concrete,

practical use. Da’as, on the other hand, is a function of pure intellect,
the crystallization of the abstract truth: .~~~ .

G ‘ 'oLl\Ihi 9hfej-eﬂ- Qv TOJI ‘ S
" Emes is male: a flash of dlarity, no ordeal. And emuna is
female: fhe seed is buried in the ground, unseen, and needs
- _nurture. Emuna “is seder z'raim” — the area of agriculture, for ‘-
that is where faith must be maintained. Seeds flourish only after
protracted care. While growth is hidden and birth is not yet
reyealed, only the loyalty of emuna can bridge the long gap
between emes and the final stage of geuls, redemption.

.- Pregnancy is a woman's task. Birth is a woman’s reward. We
find that the original breakdown in the world, in the Garden at
the beginning of time, was caused by woman. And the geuls
must be built by her, she has that capacity. In the merit .of
loyalty, emuna, that tenacity to survive ordeal no matter how
difficult and prolonged, will geula be brought to the world. .

The shamayim-aretz relationship mirrors the male-female

relationship on many levels. I has a clear parallel to the biologi-
cal creation of life. On a more complex and subtle level, it paral-

lels the male-female partnership in creating spiritual goddness
in the world in its most potent form. '

In a pristine world, a man alone is unable to create spiritual
goodness that will last. Just as rain without the earth to absorb it .

“ is_wasted, so a man’s efforts can go to waste, or even worse be

perverted and distorted. The female is the adamah that absorbs |
the rain, providing a bayis (home) for his hashpa’ah, er’;sur‘i'ﬁg
that it is sustainable in its pure form. She removes any impuri-
fies or distortions. She ens f his spiri i s
true life.

-
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role models of the. male-female relatlonshlp the Avos and
Imahos. ' 8

This concept can be understood by looking at the ultimate

Each one of the Avos devoted his life to perfecting a particu-

lar spiritual characteristic. For example, Avraham Avinu was to-
tally focused on chesed (benevolence) His tent was open to
guests on all four sides, indicative of his choice to keep nothing

for himself, to be an absolute giver. On the mystical level, chesed

is a spiritual characteristic that originates in the Higher Worlds.
Unconditional benevolence has no natural place in the lowly_

ohzsical world. Avraham Avinu's extraordinary achievement
was to bring true chesed down into this world. Avraham is thus
‘he_“ay of chesed,” the father of unconditional benevolence.
This means that the true acts of chesed that you and I do, free of
iny selfish motives, are only possible because Avraham made

‘hesed accessible in the physical world.

fo The problem with Avraham Avinu'’ s chesed is that it is open

o distortion. Kindness can have the outer trappings of benevo-
ance while, in fact, the giver may be propelled by selfish mo-

ives. The Torah brings out this idea by calling certain immoral
cts “chesed.”?* Superficially, forbidden relationships involve

~o consenting adults “being kind” to each other. The motive,

however, is not to give but i-ather to take. These acts are a .distor_-

tion of true chesed.

his motives were 1mmoral 25

13

We explained that Hashem created women in the role of

adamah. The earth was created as the natural foundation and
medium for physical building in this world. Binyan is the pro-
cess of taking ingredients and combining them in such a way
that the result is significantly more than the sum of its compo-
nents. Binyan is at its most potent when the result is a new di-
i mension of life. The earth receives the seeds of grains, fruits, and
vegetables. It receives water and fertilizer, and it provides nutri-
ents of its own. The ingredients are synthesized and amalgam-
ated and then turned into the fabric of life. - s

In parallel, women were created as natural buildeis, be-

stowed with the holy task of building the world. On'the purely

 physical level, they emulate adamah in the creation of life.* In-

tellectually, they are endowed with binah yeseirah,”> an extra
level of binah. Women have a sophisticated ability to absorb in-
formation and then “build” a new level of understanding. This
gives them, for example, a keen ability to foresee developments
and makes them good judges of character. On a practical level,
women are the builders of the Jewish home. They use their
binah yeseirah for the mnumerable challenges of child rearing
and running their households

' ) 8
1} Sarah Imeinu understood that her holy mission was to be

the bayis of Avraham’s chesed. She had to ensure that it would be

passed on to future generatxons in 1ts pure: form She had the

“Ayraham'’s chesed, and the courage to remove him from

Avraham’s house. With this difficult act Sarah ensured that
Avraham's spiritual creation would flourish and have continu-
ity. Sarah became the adamah for the seed that Avraham had.
planted in this world.

[:[ The shamayim-aretz dimensnon in the male-female relation-
ship can also be seen in the Hebrew words for father and
mother. A father is called an av, which shares the same root as
the word avah, meaning “inspired desire.'t implies a burst of
unbridled energy, like rain from shamayim, which needs to be
seized and directed if it is to be sustained. A mother is called an
eim, which shares the same root as im, meaning “if."26 It ies
caution, as if to implore, “Not so fast! Let’s give this released
power an earthly home where it can be transformed into some-
thing sturdy and lasting.”

A woman is created in the role of adamah. On a deeper
level, adamah defines her very nature: the word “adamah” is the
femmme form of “adam,” meaning “man.”?’ Adamah defines
both her mnet nature and the essence of her mission in this

. the land of Israel. For e -
Chazal tell us that the person who embodied distorted Qe xample: th'e' vyomep. who left Egypt re-

el chesed was Yishmael, the son of Avraham Avinu. He inherited -
"’ his father’s‘hospitality and kindness on a superhcnal level but

world
It is interesting to note that women have a special love for
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what-should bave been the overpowering motive for his decision:
the simple, N e divine wi
- consideration of the man of God, is here mentioned as an after-
ought. 1t is difficult to accept that the better or worse conditions
of lifc in Laban’s house would have an ing on Jacob’s
decision to obey God's command: why then does he begin by out-
lining these conditions as the motive for leaving? And furthermore,
why do Rachel and Leah scem to reply with the same misplaced
¢mphasis? ‘
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Have we still a portion and an inheritance in our father's

house? Are we not considered as strangers for we were

sold and indeed he has consumed our money. But all the

wealth that God rescued from our father belongs to us

and 1o our children. So_now. everything that God told
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Rav Hai Gaon, the greatesr of the
geonim, wrote it in his Responsa 13. I will copy it out for
you word for word.

There is a parable about a lion who wanted to eat 3 fox
for his dinner. The fox said to the lion: “What good can
I be to you? I will show you a very fat human being
whom you can kill and you'll have plenty toeat.” -

! There was a pit covered with branches and grass
and behind it sat 2 man. When the lion saw the/than, he
said to the fox: “I'm afraid this man ‘may pray and

cause me trouble.” o

The fox said: “Nothing will happen to you or to
your son. Maybe your grandson will have to suffer for
it. Meanwhile you can eat and be satisfied; until your
grandson comes along, there is still plenty of time.”

The lion was persuaded and ran towards the man.

. He fell into the pit and thus was trapped. The fox came

to the edge of the pit and looked down.

The lion said: “Didn’t you tell me that the punish-
ment would only come upon my grandson?”

“Your grandfather may have done something wrong
and you are suffering for it,” replied the fox.

“Is that fair?” asked the lion. “The father eats sour
grapes and the children’s teeth ache?”

“So why didn’t you think of that before?” replied
the fox.

How much mussar there is in this fable!”
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) There is another puzzle in this week’s parasha, parashat
Korah. We know that Korah was a very intelligent man
and a great man, one of those chosen to carry the holy
Ark. With him were two hundred and fifty heads of the
Sanhedrin in the great generation which had received the
‘Torah at Har Sinai. How could they all have made such an
obvious mistake? How could they accuse Mosheh and
Aharon of “taking them out of a land flowing wuth-mHk
and honey —Egypt? Had they enjoyed the “milk and
honey” of Egypt? Had they not seen with their own eyes’
how Israel was enslaved in Egypt, how they were beaten




LN
" This kind of question can be asked in every generation,
including our own. Wihen we study the sciences, we.see
hwuwmmgm,thew studies argu-
ments which contradict the basic tenets of our holy To-
© rah.Itis not difficult to see their errors, but they proclaim
| their arguments with great vigor and obstinacy as though

their words were true beyond a shadow of 2 doubt. We
must understand that even the views of the most intelli-
gent people cannot be trusted when their personal desires
block the truth. Not only does their intelligence not keep
them from erring, but they use their intelligence to mis-
lead others into accepting their foolish conclusions as if
they were based on the most rigorous logic. Every sinner
wants to lead others to sin.

Maybe this is one of the lessons which Rav Hai Gaon
wanted to teach us with his parable. The lion, king of the

beasts, fell into the fox's trap snmplx because he was at-
tracted by the sight of some fat meat. His desire pre-

vented him from seeing what he afterwards realized was
the truth.

. 2"’ Korach’s

wife said to him: See what Moses is doing. He is king; his brother [Aaron)] he

makes high:priest; the sons of his brother he makes associate p_glggt_s If one
brings terumah, he says: Give it to the priest! If one brings ma’aser, that you
[(being Levites)] also take, he says: Give one-tenth of it to the priest. And,

what is more, he makes you [the Levites] shave off all vour bair and makes.

you Jook like a dung-heap! He is grudging of your hair! Korach: But he also
did it [(Moses also being a Levite)]. His wife: Since all the glory is his, he is

willing to say [in this one respect) (Judges 16:30): "Let me die with Philistines!™

And, what is more, he tells you to attach a thread of purple [tcheleth
(together with the titzith fsee Numbers 15:381)). If he considers tcheleth to be a

mitzvah, then take garmerits which are [entirely] tcheleth and cover your

entire. company. with_itt And_this is. the. intent of: "The wise_one.amang

women builds her house" — the wife of On ben Peleth: and the ignorant one_

pulls it down with her own hands" — the wife of Korach. . (Sanhedrin 1100)

QY Pﬁ“hoeﬂ Siea Chumash

The techeiles thread helps its wearer tocus on his duty to
God because, as the Sages put it: Techeiles is similar to [the
color of] the sea, the sea to the sky, and the sky to {God's]
Throne of Glory (Menachos 43b).

This roundabout means of focusing on Gods Throne
teaches that people should look for ways to direct their
attention toward higher aspirations. Those who search for
holiness can find inspiration in many exp'eriences. Con-
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- If we take a-clear look at our own times, we shall see
that those who run blindly after material things lose
fouch with the truth. Both scholars and scientists can
"drown in a sea of materialism and use their knowledge
and cleverness to draw others after them by mixing anti-

Torah ideas with their science. But a critical person can
soon distinguish between wisdom and foolishness. In the
mind of one who is guided by faith in the Torah, “the fear
of sin comes before wisdom.” If Hashem is near to him in
his heart and God’s Torah is his delight, he will not easily
fall into the traps laid for him for him by his yetzer,

In every generation, those who were seduced by their
yetzer wanted everyone else.to follow them—even great
people like the spies and Korah and the heads of the San-
hedrin. We_have to pray with intensity for Hashem to
save us from the yetzer ba-ra' and draw our hearts to Him
always. If we really want this, then He “fulfills the wish
of those who fear Him. He hears their cry 2 and saves
them...”

PEY j:\-rplmiﬁ :ﬁns“ /1'"\4“3""2“‘/ - . Rashi

(v. 7) asks; “Korach, who was a perceptive individual — what drove -

- him to _such foolishness?” Citing the Midrash, Rashi explains that

"Korach. through Ruach HaKodesh, saw great men of righteousness . . .
and distinction descending from him, including the prophet Shmuel, '

This knowledge caused Korach — a perceptive man — to believe that
his_offering_would be accepted and_that he would live, while
everyone else, including Aharon, would perish! .
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25 Thsdp we Hoollat  Esther ™~ 4. Clovesteltc
or .even superior, footing with men ia' the history-making process. However, though both

play equally important roles, they are different roles. A man cannot assume a woman’s

role and neither should a- woman play a- man’s role. According to Judaism, men and
women are spiritually and physically different;, and though their complementary roles are

of equal impc:iince, they are fundamentally unique positions. Man initiates action while 'x

woman completes it. He is the theoretician while she put it in practise. He thinks in the
.abstract. she in pragmatic realistic plans. Man is often a “schlemiel”’; fortunately woman

is crafty.
. 3¢

. L B . + v .

His task as a_teacher and educator was to ins;ire Esther to accept the responsibility. Up

_ until this point, Mordechai was the hero, the central figure, tlie leader who was giving

orders, and attemipting to inspire Esther to follow his ideas. As soon as Esther agrees to

- : - take the challerige, we notice a sudden reversal of roles, Esther becomes the more
' prominent character and Mordechai is assigned a less important role. She is now the

master, giving instruction (4:16) which Mordechai obeys submissively (4:17). After he

. fulfilled his task as initiator of the salvation, Esther, the woman, gains prominence as the
5 one to actually implement the plan, and use her own ingenuity to bring it to fruition.

This is the cunning, the binah y teirah (Nidah 45b) whic'li'w?s endow_red to womankind,

33

This was exacuy wnart Esther had planned. Notwithstanding the end of tbé Prophetic » |

.era, the young girl managed to fulfill the impossible mission given her by God. Mordechai

was the initiator, inspiring her to act, but she worked out the strategy herself and, with

the help of God’s miracle, brought it to. fruition. God’s spirit descended upon her and EAE

subtly directed her actions (5:1—Rashi). It was the Divine Spirit from its hiding place of
Hester Panim that really engineered the whole producton—not by direct instructions as in
the prophetic era, but through the more delicate and subtle channels of the human mind.

»
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